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Under ST Budget	
1.      Scholarship to the ST stu-

dents Aboard
4  0 0

2.      Scholarship for College 
and University students

20  20 0

3.      PM Research Fellowship 17  17 34
4.      National Fellowship and 

Scholarship for Higher 
Education of ST students

145  145 0

Thus, it looks like the forward movement towards the education develop-
ment of the SC children is being pulled back into the pit. With such dis-
mantling of the educational rights and entitlements, opportunities, piece 
by piece, it seems that the Dalits are being pushed back into servitude of 
discrimination and systemic injustice. (Source: Gender Responsive Bud-
geting for Dalit Women – by Dalit Arthik Adhikar Andolan.)

4. Pre- Matric Scholarship for the children of 
those engaged in occupations involving clean-
ing and prone to health hazards
This scheme is 100% centrally funded scholarships for the children of those 
engaged in unclean occupation. At present, as per the latest notification of 
the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, this scheme is known as 
the “pre-Matric scholarship for the children of those engaged in Occupa-
tions involving cleaning and prone to health hazards. 
This scheme provides financial assistance to children whose parents/ 
guardians are:
1.	 Persons who are manual scavengers as defined under section  
	 2(1) (g) of the Manual Scavengers Act 2013.
2.	 Tanners & Flayers.
3.	 Waste pickers and
4.	 Persons engaged in hazardous cleaning as defined in Section  
	 2 (1) (d) of Manual Scavengers 2013.
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Under this scholarship, Students as hostellers receive Rs.700/ month, and 
day scholars receive Rs.225/ month, which covers children from class 3 
to 10. Ad-hoc grant of Rs.750/ and Rs.1000 per month per student per 
annum is given to day scholars and hostellers respectively. However, this 
scheme has been merged with the “Pre-Matric Scholarship Scheme for SC 
and Others” starting from 2021–2022, and the ministry’s explanationseems 
inadequate on this matter. According to the MSJE ‘Keeping in view the 
large overlap in the target groups of these schemes, and with the objective 
of streamlining the implementation and optimizing resources, it has been 
decided to merge them into single scheme namely, ‘Pre-matric Scholar-
ship Scheme for SC Students & Others’ w.e.f 2021-22’.There was already a 
severe lack of funding for “pre-Matric scholarship for the children of those 
engaged in Occupations involving cleaning and prone to health hazards”, 
merging this scheme with SC and others has removed focus from the chil-
dren who come from disadvantaged circumstances. 
BE for the Pre-Matric Scholarship to The Children of Those Engaged in 
Occupations Involving Cleaning and Prone to Health Hazards (in Cr)

Scheme name 2018-19
(Rs. in 
Cr)

2019-
20
(Rs. 
in Cr)

2020-
21
(Rs. 
in Cr)

2021-22
Pre metric 
Scholar-
ship for SC 
&Others* ( 
Rs. in Cr)

2022-23
Pre metric 
Scholar-
ship for SC 
&Others ( 
Rs. in Cr)

Pre-Matric 
Scholarship to 
The Children of 
Those Engaged 
in Occupations 
Involving Clean-
ing and Prone to 
Health Hazards

5 
(target-
ed)

5 
(tar-
geted)

25 
(tar-
geted) 	

725
 (targeted)

500
(targeted)

Source: Union Budget, indiabudget.gov.in       
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*others= Children of Those Engaged in  Occupations Involving  
Cleaning and Prone to Health Hazards
The above table shows that, up until FY2020-21, these children were the re-
cipients of the pre-matric scholarship, despite the small amount. However, 
even though the amount appears to have increased following the merger 
of the scheme with SC and others, it will be challenging to single out its 
utilization, which earlier was less complex to determine. 

5. Challenges faced by the children of the people 
engaged in Manual scavenging in pursuit of ed-
ucational rights and entitlement
Children are the worst victim of human rights violations across the world 
and face the grim consequences of human action and climate disasters. 
This injustice is accentuated when it comes to Dalit Children. The atroci-
ties on Dalit children and their ruthless murders are the regular incidence 
in the countries. It is very disheartening to mention here that Dalit chil-
dren are treated inhumanely. Recent case of Indra Meghwal, of Surana Vil-
lage of Jalore districts, succumbed to death after seeking treatment at six 
different Hospitals in Ahmedabad. He was beaten by his School Principal 
for simply drinking water from the pot meant for the headteacher who was 
upper caste .  In Banpurwa Government Primary in Amethi, Dalit chil-
dren are told to sit apart and at a distance from the children of the other 
caste and are forced to keep their utensils separately as well. These are the 
lived realities of the Dalit children at school. An 8 years old Dalit child 
was forced to clean the Toilet and defecated in uniform in a government 
school near Coimbatore, and that child was reluctant to go to school as he 
was made to sit alone in class in the following two days after that incident .  
A Dalit boy of 14 years studying in a Rajkita Ashram Paddhati Vidyalaya at 
Itora was forced to do Menial work, clean toilets, look after dogs and give 
massages to the District Social Welfare Officer, he was physically assault-
ed and starved . These injustices and atrocities happen every year in the  
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country. The Right to Education (RTE) of 2009 forbids Corporal punish-
ment in school, but Dalit children are continuously harassed and beaten in 
schools. 
During our interaction with the women working as a garbage picker in 
Pune Municipality shared how their children are discriminated in Private 
schools. Their children are not given proper attention and not taught well 
and often are demoted from going to the upper section/ class due to which 
they are forced to drop out of private school and get admitted to govern-
ment schools.
Discrimination in the Private Schools: As per the provision of the 25% 
reservation for children of EWS categories in Private schools, many chil-
dren of the sanitation workers are/ were admitted to the English medium 
private school. Children during the FGD shared they are/ were neglected 
by their teachers in private schools due to a lack of proper guidance and 
failing in class, their parents were forced to readmit them in government 
schools. Many parents shared that they are sad to know that their chil-
dren of a standard above V are unable to write their names in English even 
though they went to an English medium private school.  Access to private 
schools typically requires a fee and serves fewer children from Scheduled 
Tribes (ST) and Scheduled Castes (SC) and girls. Significant efforts have 
been made to improve access to private schools whereby the Right to Ed-
ucation (RTE) Act Section 12(1)(c) orders a 25% reservation in private 
schools for socioeconomically disadvantaged students. Nonetheless, the 
implementation of this Act has been patchy in different states, which has 
shown some serious design issues . Even if one student from the family 
attends a private school, it will cost the ST and SC households, 27% and 
23.3%, of their entire income for secondary education. There is evidence of 
teacher bias in student evaluations and the role that private tuitions play in 
supporting elite learning, but evidence of the impact of private schools on 
learning remains somewhat ambiguous (Taneja & Noopur, 2022).
Mismatched documents and Credentials:  Many of the Dalit families do 
not have caste certificates and other legal documents which is one of the 
key challenges they face in accessing the schemes and scholarship. Due 
to marginalization and poor accessibility to information and their rights, 
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many of the respondents shared that they were misled and were sent from 
one service centreto another to get the required information and apply for 
caste certificates and other legal identity cards. Due to the long process of 
application, many of the families are not able to continuously reach to ser-
vice centres as it would risk them of their daily earnings by wasting their 
time for the sake of standing in que and harassment.
Vulnerable to unsafe migration: Children of the garbage pickers are 
bound to help their working parents in garbage collection and segrega-
tion of waste. After school, some children pick the rugged plastic bags 
over their shoulders and go after their parents to help them collect garbage 
while some elder daughters are forced to drop out of school to look after 
their younger ones. Child labor and child trafficking have grown to be se-
rious global social and legal issues in the modern world. Most kids start 
working at an early age, and many of them are subjected to various sorts of 
abuse and exploitation. Many of these kids were working in numerous oc-
cupations and processes that were risky not only for their health but also to 
their lives (Chatterjee, 2015).  Children have been entrapped in the vicious 
cycle of manual scavenging from a very early age and due to poverty young 
children drop out of school to carry forward the garbage picking work or 
else become unskilled labor in the distant cities. 
School with the undignified name: Our Partner organization Ambedkar 
Centre for Action and Research -ACAR conducted a study in the state on 
the education status of the children of sanitation workers.  There are some 
schools that are established for the children of the Sanitation workers in 
Pune, a few in Nagpur and Mumbai but found to be closed in some parts of 
the state of Maharashtra.  For example, a school name “Safai Kamgaranchi 
Shaskiya School Middle School Pune” is a school for children of sanitation 
workers. Every other school in the country is given a dignified name and 
none signifies the occupation of the parents of the children studying in the 
school. But in the case of schools for the children of sanitation workers, it is 
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not the case, due to which sometimes the children hesitate to say the name 
of the school to others because, in India, because of caste-based discrimina-
tion and fear of being left out. 
ACAR conducted a study on the school under the Municipal Corporations 
in Pune, it was found 90-95% of children are from the economically weaker 
section and 5% are from middle-class families. adolescent girls, particular-
ly from the Vadar Community remain absent during the menstrual cycle. 
Also, after the 7th standard, 50% of the children drop out of school and 
discontinue their academic education due to distant govt. schools and an 
increase in school expenses. Adolescent children are dropping out after 7th 
standard and working in garages and other workshops.

Recommendations:
1.	 We strongly demand the re-introduction/ restart of the pre-matric  
	 scholarship scheme for the SC, ST, and OBC children with a reasonable  
	 increase in the allocation so that Dalit children can benefit from it and  
	 their right to education and development is ensured. 
2.	 We demand securing the safety of Dalit and Adivasi children on the  
	 school premises and ensuring the quality of education for them. espe 
	 cially in remote areas where caste-based discrimination is prevalent.  
	 The provision and mandate under the Right to Education should be  
	 strictly followed by the educational institutions through active School  
	 Management committees thatfocus on creating a healthy school  
	 environment, and quality of education, and a special focus should be  
	 given to the vulnerable children from marginalized communities to  
	 check the dropout rates and ensure the re-enrolment of the children so  
	 that they can continue their education. There should be no further kill 
	 ing of minors, torture, and harassment of Dalit children in school by  
	 teachers, peer groups, and others because of their caste. 
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3.	 We demand inspections of the proper procedures to be followed by the  
	 private schools with regard to the enrolment of children under the  
	 EWS (Economically weaker Section) and DG (Disadvantaged Group)  
	 category. Compliance with the RTE norms should be strictly followed  
	 by private schools as well as government schools.
4.	 We demand quality education in government schools with the facilities  
	 of smart classes, a balanced ratio of teachers and pupils in a class,  
	 |catch-up classes and regular follow-up of out-of-school children and  
	 children with inconsistent school attendance by the para teachers, and  
	 a strong database of the children studying in schools. 
5.	 We demand to change the name of the schools that are established 
	  specially for the children of the manual scavengers in a state like  
	 Maharashtra with names like any other schools. 
6.	 It is possible that some of these kids are first-generation learners, in  
	 which case they will require special attention and care in order to break  
	 the poverty and illiteracy intergenerational cycle.
7.	 There ought to be a complaint redressal framework in the schools to  
	 report unfair treatment from both teachers and fellow pupils. The com 
	 plainant should not be identified so that they are protected from any  
	 possible discrimination based on their complaint. There should be  
	 stringent policies against discrimination in the school, as well as the  
	 establishment of a monitoring committee to ensure that these policies  
	 are implemented and periodically updated in response to the circumstances.
8.	 The school curriculum should be sensitive to the need of the children  
	 of the manual scavenger and sanitation worker. Therefore, this should  
	 be addressed and paid more attention to their need specifically in the  
	 school curriculum.
9.	 Aside from their social surroundings, factors like pleasant school ex 
	 periences, peer relationships, and relationships with fellow students  
	 and adults are crucial contributors to their academic success. Children  
	 from disadvantagedbackgrounds require these types of environments  
	 and inputs, therefore parents, educational institutions, and teachers all  
	 have an equal role to play in this situation.
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10.	Regardless of their social origin or economic condition, girls continue to  
	 be more likely to be excluded than their male counterparts, hence a  
	 strong emphasis should be placed on the trajectory of growth in the  
	 education of girls from disadvantaged groups like SC and ST.
11.	Child protection intervention should be included in the school target 
	 ing the children from the manual scavengers and sanitation workers  
	 who often face discrimination in the school and a child protection team  
	 should be in place to oversee frequent implementation of this.  
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